
 Dear Global Village Volunteers, 
 
This was going to be a happy New Year letter - however, given last night’s news of the earthquake 
that has left so many Haitians homeless, it doesn’t seem right to be starting out with a cheery Happy 
New Year. So instead, let me start by telling you that there is an incredible need in Haiti right now, 
but the need is not for volunteers, it is for funds.  Habitat for Humanity International has already 
been assessing the situation on the ground and has developed a response plan that will have the 
maximum positive impact.  The plan involves providing the funds necessary to employ local peo-
ple  to assist in building  emergency housing, starting cleanup activities, and  eventually - when pos-
sible  helping build basic starter homes with neighbors who have been affected by the quake. This 
approach means that money will be injected into the local economy, people will be engaged in 
meaningful, productive work, and we will not be sending volunteers in from outside of the country, 
who would then need to be fed, housed and cared for by an infrastructure that has just been devas-
tated. I know that all of our first reactions as GV volunteers is to “answer the call” by showing up. In 
this case, the best way for us to answer the call is to raise as much money as we can to support the 
cleanup and rebuilding efforts in the country. 
 
Please take the time to donate below and pass this link on to your family and friends.  This time we 
can make more of a difference by not showing up! 
 

In partnership, 
Rick Tait, GV Program Director 

 
 
Habitat for Humanity is currently assessing the impact in Haiti after a 7.0-magnitude earthquake 
struck near Port-au-Prince.  
 
An assessment team is traveling to Santo Domingo today, attempting to cross by land into Haiti. The 
appropriate response will be developed as the need and available resources become clearer. Please 
pray for our colleagues, some of whom we have still been unable to contact. 
 
"Habitat for Humanity will mobilize all available resources to address shelter solutions for low-
income families affected by the 7.0-magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on Tuesday," said Torre 
Nelson, area vice president of Habitat for Humanity International's Latin America and Caribbean of-
fice. "We are closely monitoring the situation and have been in contact with Habitat for Humanity 
Haiti. We will begin Habitat's recovery efforts as soon as possible." 
 
Read more at:  http://habitat.ca/habitatforhumanitytohelpinhaitiaftermajorearthquakep3419.php 
 
Our ability to respond effectively to this disaster requires the support of donors, volunteers, corpo-
rate partners and other community organizations.  Your support is vital to our efforts! 
Donate today at: https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventid=43026 
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Building in Africa will likely always be my first love but when asked if I would consider leading the first 
Canadian team to Kyrgyzstan I impulsively said: “Yes!” In the next breath, I quipped: “Where is it?” 
and “How do you spell it?” 
 
In truth I was not really being a “smart Alec”.  Within 24 hours of landing in Bishkek, the capital city 
of this former USSR state, I was ashamed about my ignorance of this part of the world.  And by the 
time our GV team left – all feeling extremely positive about the extremely warm reception we had 
received during our two-week build – despite my desire to always explore new territory, I was not rul-
ing out returning. 
 
Kyrgyzstan, the smallest of the “Stans” and the first to declare independence in 1990 after the break-
up of the USSR, could be described as the Switzerland of Central Asia.  Comprising 93% mountains, it 
boasts 300 days of sunshine a year and a comfortable climate that permitted us to have our lunch-
time meals outside despite it being the end of October (not that there wasn’t snow in the mountains 
as we discovered on our R & R days). 
 
Bishkek -- which has one million residents, a fifth of the country’s entire population -- is situated in a 
wide valley, ringed by magnificent snow-capped mountains.  Except for the poor state of some of the 
side-walks, limited street lighting and the Communist-era large, grey, drab apartment blocks, the 
architecture was not unlike that of Eastern European cities.  Similarly, the steady stream of multi-lane 
traffic, much of it late-model vehicles, made it seem considerably more cosmopolitan than I ex-
pected.  The young people in particular were fashionably dressed.  
 
All of this is a long way from the traditions of the original inhabitants who were nomads until the Rus-
sians invaded in 1924 and established the boundaries of the present-day Kyrgyz Republic.  Older men 
can still be seen occasionally walking the streets wearing the tall black-trimmed, white felt hats now 
more the province of musicians performing at cultural events.  And the original dwelling places of the 
nomadic herdsmen, yurts – the more substantial Asiatic version of the North American teepee – are 
more likely to be found today in museums and as tourist attractions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our team of 12 stayed in three apartments whose furnishings and accoutrements – while comfortable 
enough for our 12-night stay – reminded me of my growing up in post World War II England.   Whereas 
we did have a small microwave and a washing machine, like everyone else in the apartment block, 
clothes were air-dried on a multitude of lines outside when the weather was fine and inside in the 
hallway when it was raining.    
 
  

It is in Giving that we Receive; A lesson It is in Giving that we Receive; A lesson It is in Giving that we Receive; A lesson It is in Giving that we Receive; A lesson 
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Helène’s generosity was typical of the warmth and fellowship we experienced from the moment 
of arrival in the early hours of a Sunday morning.  For Hrdbek, our site supervisor, a genial man, 
his face almost always creased in a smile, it was the first time that he had worked with a  GV 
team  --- so he was clearly anxious to do things right.  I had brought along a Canadian flag 
(courtesy of my local MP’s office) which I presented him with at our orientation only to find the 
next morning, arriving at the build site, that it was being flown from the roof-top of the half-
built house we would be working on – obviously a good omen! 
 
Mirbek Busurmankulov and his family had spent more than four years constructing their new 
home and now our task was to complete the floors and ceilings.  This meant making concrete 
pillars from home-made tar-paper ”sonotubes” to support the beams and flooring in two rooms; 
leveling, concreting and installing under-floor hot-water heating in the two other rooms and hall 
way; and fitting a metal grid-work on the ceiling beams to support dry-wall panels.  After eight 
days’ work, we had not only fulfilled these expectations, but had built a cement apron around 
the house, plastered all four rooms, and dug a nine-foot deep hole for a septic system – the infa-
mous “Pit”. 
 
Of course GV trips are not all work and no play so in addition to touring the national museum and 
shopping in the big open-air market, on our two R & R days we drove up into the mountains for 
some challenging horse-back riding and hiking, some of us braving the now chill air to dip into a 
hot-springs pool.  Then it was back to the city to once again savour the many different cuisines 
available at the various ethnic restaurants.  
 
 On our last day, as the first guests in Mirbek and his wife Marripa’s new home, sitting – as is tra-
ditional – on the now carpeted wood floor, a veritable feast spread before us, we all glowed with 
the feeling of satisfaction of a job well-done, knowing from the happiness of our hosts how much 
our contribution had been appreciated.  It is at times like these that GV volunteers recognize the 
truism in the observation that one gets as much, if not more, than what one gives. 
 
 
 

 
 

Article and pictures courtesy of John Roe 
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Become a Friend of  Global Village 
 
 
The Friends of Global Village is a special group of donors who invest in the Global Village program to en-
sure that we can provide even more volunteer teams and financial support to our host country partners on 
an ongoing basis.  
 
Here is how you can become a Friend of Global Village: 

 
1. Champion the Cause and Help Raise Funds for Global Village:  
 As a GV participant, you may have conducted your own fundraising campaign to raise donations 

for your trip. To become a Friend of Global Village, as an individual or in conjunction with 
other members of your GV team, organize a fundraising campaign or hold an event within your 
network of friends, family and co-workers. http://habitat.ca/friendsaskingfriendsp2967.php 

 
 

2. Give What You Can to Help:  
Any donation is helpful. If all of us give, even a small amount, it will add up quickly. Friends of 
Global Village can make individual donations to help support the program by clicking on the 
following link.    http://www.canadahelps.org/GivingPages/GivingPage.aspx?gpID=4653 
 

 
3. Become a monthly supporter of the Global Village Program:  

Even a small monthly donation will provide Global Village with the resources it needs to reach 
event more families around the world.  Click on the following link and select the monthly giving 
option.   
 
Click the following link http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s19963 
and select the “Donate Monthly” option.  Your donation will automatically be charged to  your 
credit card each month and you can cancel your donation at any time by calling our office at 1-
800-267-5137 ext 257. 
  

 
4. Ask Your Company or Organization to Help:  

You may work for a company or organization that makes donations to organizations who encour-
age volunteerism, or names a charity of choice for their annual fundraising events. Please ap-
proach your company to become a Friend of Global Village. Contact Lisa Lalande, National Di-
rector, Corporate Partnerships, at llalande@habitat.ca for more information. 

 
As a Friend of Global Village, if you donate or raise more than $1,000, you will be recognized on our 
website, in our newsletter and, if you like, receive a mounted GV photograph for your home or office. 
 
Since the Canadian Global Village program started in the spring of 2005, over 3,500 volunteers have an-
swered the call to action in more than 30 countries around the world.  This incredible response has meant 
more hands, more resources and more families placed in safe, decent, affordable homes around the 
world.  You, our volunteers, have been a critical part of making this happen and you should be very proud 
of what you have accomplished. Thank you!  
 
In Partnership, 
The Global Village Team  
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In the fall of 2009, I was well into planning a trip to Europe to ski in the Alps, when the opportunity to lead a Habi-
tat Canada, G.V. trip to Bolivia came up. This was the opportunity that my husband, Joe, had been waiting for, for 
several years. It was obvious that his excitement about going to Bolivia greatly surpassed any interest he had previ-
ously shown, even in skiing in Zerrmatt. 
 
So, I asked Joe what excited him so much about the Bolivia trip. He answered that it was the varied geography of 
the area, the desire to learn more about the ancient Inca and pre- Inca cultures in that region, the need to under-
stand the development of the indigenous people under colonialism, but mostly it was the people.  He was excited to 
meet and help people who have, throughout history, shown great “spunk” in standing up to colonial oppression and, 
recently, to such issues as the privatization of water. He truly admires the people of Cochabamba, Bolivia. 
 
So my research took a new direction as I read about Bolivia, the mountain peeks of the Andes, the amazing city of 
La Paz and Lake Titicaca region at an altitude of more than 12,000 feet.  I discovered that this region was described 
as the “cradle of western civilization”, and that many of the area‘s archaeological sites date back to 1580 BC. 
 
Bolivia is a landlocked country, sitting high in the Andes Mountains and sweeping down to the desert plains, and jun-
gles of the Amazon source waters.  
 
Cochabamba, where we will be building is said to have the loveliest climate, and is located in the, fertile foothills 
of central Bolivia, about 250 km. east of the capital city of La Paz. It is a bustling Spanish colonial town with a high 
percentage of indigenous population.  
 
Bolivia is also, South America’s poorest country. According to the World Bank, nearly 60% of the population lives 
below the poverty line and the annual per capita income is about $1,260.  Two-thirds of its population is made up of 
indigenous people; mostly farmers, miners, traders and artisans. 
  
Statistics also show that out of the total population, 58 percent of Bolivian families live in huts that do not meet the 
minimum living conditions, lacking basic services and sanitation. Thirty-one percent of homes accommodate three 
or more people per bedroom. 
 
Approximately 38 percent of Bolivian homes are built with adobe (clay and straw), and 69 percent of the houses 
have dirt floors. Due to the materials used for their construction, these homes are highly susceptible for the breed-
ing of pests. However, they cannot survive in the brick and cement homes built by Habitat for Humanity Bolivia.      
HFH Bolivia was formed in 1984 and is constructing houses using varying methods and materials, including concrete, 
brick, or stucco walls, tongue-and-groove or tile floors and metal or tile roofs.  
  
The more I researched the area, the more Bolivia was beckoning to me. We decided that skiing could wait another 
year and enthusiastically took up the challenge to lead Habitat Canada’s first G.V. trip to Bolivia.  
 
If you share our interests and enthusiasm go to www.habitatglobalvillage.ca and fill out an application to join us on 
this fabulous adventure.  
 

 

Article courtesy Joyce McGuire Photo’s courtesy Steffan Hacker, HFHI 
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Think Global, Act LocalThink Global, Act LocalThink Global, Act LocalThink Global, Act Local    
You’ve travelled the world and 

volunteered to provide a simple, 

decent home to families in need, 

but did you know that there is a 

huge need for adequate afford-

able housing right here at home?  

 

In your own community, there 

are families who are living in 

unacceptable conditions. Within 

the areas that you travel every 

day, there are parents who are 

having to make choices be-

tween food and rent as they 

work to support their children 

in unhealthy, over priced and 

unsafe environments.  

 

Habitat for Humanity Canada 

is answering this need in 73 

communities across Canada, 

from coast to coast to coast. 

Your generosity helped to put 

our global neighbors into a 

new home, now we are asking for 

your help to do the same for a 

family in your own community. 

 

To find out how you can volunteer 

in your own backyard go to http://

habitat.ca/participatec658.php 
  
 
 

Featured TripsFeatured TripsFeatured TripsFeatured Trips    

Macedonia 
Mar. 20—Apr. 2, 2010 

Guatemala 
Mar. 27 — Apr. 10, 2010 

Thailand 

Apr. 11— Apr. 24, 2010 

Ghana 

Apr. 18— May 1, 2010 

Cambodia 

May 1— May 13, 2010 

Mexico 

May 16— May 24, 2010 

Kenya 

May 22—Jun. 5, 2010 

Jordan 

May 1— May 6, 2010 

 

Romania 

May 29 — Jun 13, 2010 

Ethiopia 

Jul. 2—Jul. 17, 2010 

India 

Jul. 3—Jul. 13, 2010 

Macedonia 

Jul. 4—Jul. 18, 2010 

Portugal 

Jul. 4—Jul. 17, 2010 

Thailand 

Jul. 11—Jul. 25, 2010 

Mongolia 

Jul. 12—Jul. 26, 2010 

 

For more information about any of these 
trips, please visit our website at 

www.habitatglobalvillage.ca and select 

There are still opportunities available to get involved in trips departing in the spring & 
summer of 2010. 
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In response to Lesotho’s increasing number of widows and orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), as well as the 
challenges surrounding shelter and inheritance rights, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is 
funding a three year Habitat for Humanity Canada project called “Secure Tenure and Safe Space for Lesotho Wid-
ows, Orphans and Vulnerable Children” implemented by Habitat for Humanity Lesotho (HFHL). Through this project, 
HFH Lesotho is implementing an advocacy initiative which promotes laws regarding tenure and inheritance rights for 
widows and OVC, who are often forced to leave their land when their husbands and fathers pass away. HFHL is also 
constructing 250 additional rooms and 150 pit latrines that will provide safe and secure living spaces for 400 vulner-
able females and reduce health related incidences through increased access to clean pit latrines.   
 
HFHL initially produced a baseline report on practices related to tenure security and inheritance rights with the as-
sistance of the Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA), which informed our decisions on the implementation of the 
advocacy component of the project. In partnership with Women and Law in Southern Africa, Research and Educa-
tion Trust (WLSA), HFHL designed and is implementing a major public awareness campaign to promote tenure and 
inheritance rights for widows and OVC, with a goal of reaching 150,000 people nationwide.  
 
In this campaign, HFHL is training paralegals in the community and distributing simple and accessible printed mate-
rials in both English and Sesotho covering topics such as property dispossession, will creation, and inheritance rights 
for women. These materials were designed with the assistance of legal experts at WLSA, and have been very well 
received in the communities and by the paralegals. To date, the campaign has reached over 60,000 people in three 
districts and is already making a very positive impact. 
 
Such advocacy work is very sensitive and requires a significant amount of community organizing, and the commit-
ment and coordination of many individuals. This often presents a challenge, particularly when working with multiple 
community authorities. Changing people’s mindsets and their traditional behavior towards property is also difficult, 
since many local societies and community leaders are resistant to changing the way things are currently done in re-
lation to property ownership and protection – but we will persevere! 
 
 
 
 

 
        

Article and pictures courtesy Wayne deJong, Habitat for Humanity Canada 

Former home New home with former home in background 
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     Welcome to KenyaWelcome to KenyaWelcome to KenyaWelcome to Kenya    
During the year, we had the joy of hosting ten Global Volunteer (GV) work camps within different regions of 
our country. Travelling far from their homes, these teams joined HFH Kenya in partnering with local commu-
nities to build homes and hope.   
 
Kenyan people are well known for their warmth and hospitality, hence our visiting GV teams are always joy-
fully welcomed and hosted by our communities. One of our field officers aptly describes this as follows: 
 
‘For several months, the Mitamboni community group prepared for the UK St. Mary’s and Souls Church team 
led by Richard Jones and was therefore very excited when the team finally arrived in mid-October 2009 for 
an eight day visit. On arrival, the weather had drastically changed with the very first showers of rain falling 
after a prolonged dry period, and one could not fail to notice the relief and joy mixed with the excitement 
of receiving volunteers from abroad in the village. The visitors were received with joyful singing, clapping 
and jubilation and although the team members could not understand the words of the traditional songs, 
they were overwhelmed by such a lovely, warm and touching welcome which was visible in their beautiful 
smiles and happy tears. For most Kenyan communities, it is believed that any visitor who comes along with 
blessings of rain is surely a God-sent blessing.’ 
 
Adventure and discovery 
For the visiting teams, almost everything promises to be a new experience including those things which most 
Kenyans consider common such as using a pit latrine, bathing from a basin, as well as our traditional food 
and the serene environment of the countryside. They also get to see various animals and insects that they 
have only read about in books which fill each day with memorable surprises. 
 
Learning and raising awareness 
During a work camp, the team members have the wonderful opportunity of experiencing for themselves the 
way of life in the villages, while contributing towards eradicating poverty housing. They work hard to help a 
family build their house, often to the surprise of the community members who may not be used to seeing 
ladies participating in construction work! 
Through the interaction between the host community and the visiting GV team, awareness is also raised on 
the need for decent, affordable housing in the neighboring communities. This encourages more community 
groups to partner with HFH Kenya with the aim of improving their living standards through building of decent 
housing. Indeed the GV work camps leave behind memorable experiences and are a blessing to the host com-
munities. Next year, HFH Kenya is planning to host 30 GV teams, with twenty recruited so far. 
 
Welcome to Kenya!  

Article courtesy Habitat for Humanity Kenya & pictures courtesy of Rick Tait, HFHC 
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    Akwaaba to Ghana  
 
Always wanted to head to West Africa? But not sure how to do so? Do you crave an authentic trip that allows 
you to get a glimpse into the realities of a lifestyle that nearly a billion people face every day? 
 
Experience the warmth and joy of helping others during a two week habitat trip to Ghana in April 2010. Liv-
ing in simple accommodations, without running water, or reliable electricity, we’ll help construct a family’s 
first safe, decent house.  
 
Previous construction expertise is not required as the on-site work is refreshingly innovative using simple 
techniques that build strong capable structures. 
 
 
An open mind, willingness to play with dozens of smiling children, a flexible mindset are the only require-
ments that will allow you to take part in what will be an eye-opening experience. 
 
What will probably touch you most will be the warm smiles, and stark differences compared to your Cana-
dian life. The lush green landscapes, and ruggedly beautiful coast lines will appeal to your nascent photogra-
pher.  
 
All the experiences, thoughts, and reflections that will be crammed into a two week experience will stay 
with you for the rest of your lifetime. 
 
Akwaaba, it’s an expression you will hear several times daily as you travel around Ghana, one that will ring 
in your ears at night and bring a smile to your face for weeks after you leave.  Akwaaba, it means 
“Welcome”! And you will be. 
 
 
To find out more about this trip please check out http://habitat.ca/tripschedulec235.php?PJID=174, or 
email Farron Blanc at f@nine05.com to learn more!  
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     The Need in Europe & Central AsiaThe Need in Europe & Central AsiaThe Need in Europe & Central AsiaThe Need in Europe & Central Asia    
Habitat for Humanity Europe & Central Asia is spread across 12 time zones and two continents.  Just over a 
decade ago, more than half of the countries we work in were under communist rule.  More than 98 million 
people in this region live on less than $2 per day; that’s over 20 per cent of the total population of the area.  
Millions of people lack access to clean water, sanitation and heating systems (in some areas winter tempera-
tures can drop below -30 Celsius).  The fall of the Soviet Union led to large scale unemployment, mass mi-
gration to ill equipped urban centers and severe deterioration in the housing stock that was once maintained 
by the government.  This has led to severe over-crowding in small, dilapidated apartments which lack even 
basic amenities. 
 
TAJIKISTAN 
Tajikistan is a landlocked country in Central Asia with a population of 7 million, and a per capital income of 
US $410 a year, or just more than US $1 a day.  Tajikistan remains the poorest and most economically fragile 
of the former Soviet countries. 
 
• In 2005, almost six of every 10 people in Tajikistan live in extreme poverty, with more than 80 percent of 

the population living below the poverty line 
• Unfinished homes are scattered across Tajikistan while existing housing stock deteriorates due to neglect 
• Families live in houses made of raw brick or clay with dirt floors 
• It is common for several generations to live together in tiny apartments where heating and sanitation are 

often absent and water must be drawn from communal wells 
• Homes are not only decaying and unsanitary, but were not built to withstand the regions frequent earth-

quakes 
 
KYRGYZSTAN 
Kyrgyzstan is one of the poorest of the former Soviet republics, with few natural resources.  After the col-
lapse of Soviet communism, Kyrgyzstan cut a variety of social benefits, leaving families with fewer resources 
to pay for housing.  Access to basic services such as water and sewage is limited in Kyrgyzstan, especially for 
impoverished people and those living in rural areas. 
 
• It is estimated that only 20 percent of rural households have access to running water in their homes 
• Seeking relief from rural poverty, many people have moved to informal settlements on the fringes of Bish-

kek and other large cities, where they lack secure tenure and decent housing.  Some settlements are built 
in areas where severe flooding can occur. 

• Nearly 70 percent of Kyrgyzstan’s population lives in substandard housing or is homeless 
• It is not unusual for three generations to be crowded into a single room with no heating or water supply 
• As of 2006, approximately 39.9 percent of the population lives on less than $2 a day. 
 
ROMANIA 
The second largest country in Central and Eastern Europe with a population of 21.6 million, Romania is also 
one of the poorest countries in Europe. 
 
• More than 15 percent of the population lives below the poverty line with approximately 2.4 million Roma-

nian’s living in extreme poverty 
• 1.2 million Romanian’s struggle to secure daily needs 
• Much of Romania’s housing stock is low-quality and deteriorating because of a lack of maintenance 
• A family of eight is more likely to live in a two-room flat than in a home with four rooms or more 
• More than 10,000 blocks of apartment flats erected before 1980 need serious renovation to their infra-

structure, heating systems and roofs 
• Two-thirds of Romania’s poor live in rural areas despite the country’s substantial potential in agriculture, 

forestry and fisheries  
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    The Need in Europe & Central Asia The Need in Europe & Central Asia The Need in Europe & Central Asia The Need in Europe & Central Asia (cont’d)    
MACEDONIA 
With a gross national income per capital of around $3,090 in 2006, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace-
donia (FYR Macedonia) is a lower middle-income country located at the crossroads of important transport 
routes connecting Central and Eastern Europe and the Balkans. 
 
• Macedonia’s unemployment rate is among the highest in Europe, reaching 36 percent in 2004 
• The number of people living below the national poverty level has exceeded 25 percent 
• About 80,000 households lack long-term housing solutions 
• Approximately 70,000 units, or 12 percent of the housing stock are substandard and need to be replaced 

or rebuilt 
• Approximately 36 percent of houses are not attached to the sewage network 
• 12 percent  of houses are without a kitchen and 15 percent of homes do not have a toilet 
• About 320,000 people – 15 percent of Macedonia’s population – live in a total of 80,000 illegally-

constructed buildings 
• The capital city of Skopje hosts squatter settlements of about 120,000 citizens 

 
ARMENIA 
Substandard housing is all too common in the Armenian capital of Yerevan and surrounding regions.   
 
• More than 50% of Armenia’s families in this area live in deteriorated housing with cramped quarters and 

limited water and heat 
• Two of the most common examples of poverty housing in Armenia are half-finished homes and domiks 

∗ When families are forced to abandon the dream of completing their home due to financial hard-
ship, they often live in the unfinished basement or cellar.  This is basically a large hole in the 
ground with a dirt floor and makeshift roof 

∗ Others live in domiks, which are metal containers that were brought to Armenia as part of the 
relief effort following the devastating 1988 earthquake.  Many families have been living in these 
containers for more than a decade.  Domiks are unbearably hot in the summer and only make-
shift stoves fight off the extreme cold in the winter. 

 
For more information about Europe & Central Asia, please contact Tanya McMurdo at 
tmcmurdo@habitat.ca or (800) 667-5137 ext 254. 
 

 
 
    

Pictures courtesy  HFHI 



40 Albert Street 

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

Phone: 519-885-4565 

Fax: 519-885-5225 

E-mail: gvapplications@habitat.ca 

Habitat for Humanity Canada is a national non-profit, faith-based 

organization made up of 70 affiliates and over 30,000 volunteers 

who are mobilizing communities, to build safe, decent and afford-

able housing in partnership with those in need. 

 

The organization was founded in 1985 and is a member of Habitat 

for Humanity International, which spans 100 countries, has built 

over 200,000 homes, and is now building a new home every 24 

minutes.  

We are on the web: 
www.habitatglobalvillage.ca 

 

 
Happy New Year from Global Village!  
 
Whether you took part in a GV trip last year or not, we hope that you had a wonderful 
year and that you found yourself inspired by the work you did, the places you went and 
the people you met. 
 
As we look back on 2009, the people who inspired us here in the GV office were our team 
leaders and volunteers who headed off into the world to serve families in need. In 2009, 
despite the global economic down turn, 1,385 Canadians volunteered on 102 Global Village 
teams, serving in 31 different countries in every region of the world. In total – in addition 
to paying their own airfare and in-country expenses - Global Village volunteers donated 
$626,674 and volunteered over 56,000 hours to help provide simple decent houses to fami-
lies in need. We can’t begin to tell you how much of a difference that makes to our Habi-
tat partners around the world and to the families that need your help. 
 
We hope that 2010 will be a year filled with good health, prosperity, service and travel. 
You have truly made the Global Village program in Canada a success. Without you it would 
not be possible! 
 
In partnership,  
 
The Global Village Team 
 

    Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year    


