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Global Village Voice
Thank You

Thank you from the Global Village office!

Whether you have already been on a Global Village trip, or are still in the planning
stages, we want to thank you for your support over the last four years. Without the kind
hearts and willing hands of GV volunteers there would literally be hundreds of families
still living in substandard conditions around the world. Since April of 2005, the Canadian
Global Village Program has grown from being “the new kid on the block” to the second
largest Habitat sending program in the world. We’ve gone from sending one team of 20
people in 2005 to, this year, sending over 100 teams (more than 1,400 volunteers) to 30
different countries.

This is our 3™ and this issue will take you, mainly, to the Latin Amer-
ica/Caribbean region where teams like Erin McNeill’s in Chile have helped to make a dif-
ference by putting additions on homes where very large families have been sharing a
house that is about half the size of a modest Canadian one. We want to thank Erin and
the over 250 other dedicated GV team leaders who have been the backbone of the pro-
gram since we started.

We also want to thank all of the over 4,000 volunteers who have made the Canadian GV
program so successful. Together you have built hundreds of homes and provided over 1
million dollars in support to Habitat for Humanity’s work in over 30 countries. But we all
know that the Global Village program isn’t just about building houses. All of you who
have been part of a GV team have felt the connection with the larger world. Sharing a
smile while working side by side with new friends. Sharing a tear as a family receives the
keys to a new home. Sharing laughter as you struggle with a new language. And sharing
peace and fellowship as we realize that, when it comes right down to it, we are all the
same.

Also in this issue, you will be introduced to a new fundraising initiative called “Friends of
Global Village”. This year of tough economic times has been a challenge for us and, if we
are to continue to serve our partner families around the world and provide more opportu-
nities for volunteers, we will need your help. Friends of GV provides you, our supporters
and alumni with a few different ways to get involved in helping us raise the necessary
funds to keep our program running smoothly. (see page 4)

There has been much to celebrate over the last four years, but we still have lots of work
ahead of us. With your continued support and enthusiasm we are looking forward to serv-
ing more families, building more homes and opening up the world to even more volun-
teers next year.

So thanks again....we can say in all sincerity...without you there would be no Global Vil-
lage.

Your Global Village team.
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Featured GV Trips

There are still opportunities  Guatemala For more information about

available to get involved in Nov. 14—Nov. 23, 2009 any of these trips, please

trips departing in the fall of visit our website at

2009. :z\r/agzu;—yDec 04. 2009 www.habitatglobalvillage.ca
’ Y and select the Trip Schedule

El Salvador tab.

Nov. 29—Dec. 6, 2009

Portugal
Oct. 4—0Oct. 12, 2009

El Salvador Vietnam
Oct. 17—0ct. 28, 2009 Dec. 6-—Dec. 20, 2009
Armenia Chile

Oct. 18—0ct. 31, 2009 Jan. 16 — Jan. 30, 2010

Guatemala El Salvador
Oct. 31—Nov. 15, 2009 Feb. 6—Feb. 14, 2010

Mongolia 2009 Team—Photo
courtesy of Virginia Stites
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Discovering Dynamic Vietham

VIETNAM IS A COUNTRY of divine
contrasts. The scene changes
from the bustling and chaotic
streets of Hanoi in the north,
down 3,450 km. of coastline to
tranquil rice paddies and tropical
islands in the south. Its difficult
past has not stopped Vietnam
from developing into a dynamic
modern economy, thanks to the
tenacity and determination of
the Vietnamese people.

Even though Vietnam is one of the
world’s fastest growing economies,
there are presently 4.6 million poor
households, according to the gov-

ernment’s own statistics. Recent
data show that 7,000 billion dong
(about US$433 million) in financial
support is needed for 700,000
households living in poor condi-
tions.

To join a trip to Vietham Decem-
ber 6—20, 2009, please visit
http://habitat.ca/ ortripsched-
ulec235.php?PJID=150 or contact
Joan Spares at jspares@cogeco.ca.

Hooked on Global Village

I had my first experience with the Global Village program on the Chile Team in January 2009. | can honestly say
it was even better than | imagined. | spent almost 2 weeks with 12 other Canadians, from all over the country.
We bonded and became family within the first day of the build. The Habitat organization is absolutely incredi-
ble. From start to finish, everything was taken care of. The organization provides a safe and rewarding experi-
ence. Its purpose and mission is one to be a part of and be proud of. The greatest feeling in the world is to give
to others...and when you can do this with your own hands, the experience is over-whelming! | would recommend
this to anyone...who has a heart. | will do another Global Village!

Kim Thompson
St.John's, Newfoundland

Calling All Writers!

The Global Village department is
always on the lookout for new sto-
ries from participants about their
Global Village experience.

You have been out living the Global
Village experience in thrilling loca-
tions around the world and we want
to hear about your experiences!!

The Global Village Voice newsletter
is your chance to tell the world
about your once in a lifetime Global
Village trip and to help inspire other
participants to join the Global Vil-

lage movement and have their own
life changing experience.

Please contact Tanya McMurdo at
tmcmurdo®@habitat.ca or Tel (519)
885-4565 Ext 254 if you have an arti-
cle you would like to be considered
for an upcoming issue of the Global
Village Voice.

Please note that due to the volume of
submissions, not all articles may be in-
cluded in future newsletters.
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‘Become 3 Friend of Global Village

As the world struggles with uncertain times, the countries put most at risk are the very ones which you, as a
Global Village volunteer, travelled to and worked alongside your fellow team members and partner fami-
lies. You changed the lives of the families you served, and may also have changed your own in the process.

During these tough economic times, Global Village is committed to the continued support of our partners
around the world, but we need your help.

The Friends of Global Village is a special group of donors who invest in the Global Village program to en-
sure that we can provide even more volunteer teams and financial support to our host country partners on
an ongoing basis.

Here is how you can become a Friend of Global Village:

1. Champion the Cause and Help Raise Funds for Global Village:
As a GV participant, you may have conducted your own fundraising campaign to raise donations
for your trip. To become a Friend of Global Village, as an individual or in conjunction with
other members of your GV team, organize a fundraising campaign or hold an event within your
network of friends, family and co-workers. http://habitat.ca/friendsaskingfriendsp2967.php

2. Give What You Can to Help:
Any donation is helpful. If all of us give, even a small amount, it will add up quickly. Friends of
Global Village can make individual donations to help support the program by clicking on the
following link.  http://www.canadahelps.org/GivingPages/GivingPage.aspx?gplD=4653

3. Become a monthly supporter of the Global Village Program:
Even a small monthly donation will provide Global Village with the resources it needs to reach
event more families around the world. Click on the following link and select the monthly giving
option. Click on the following link http://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?
CharitylD=s19963 and select the “Donate Monthly” option. Your donation will automatically be
charged to your credit card each month and you can cancel your donation at any time by call-
ing our office at 1-800-267-5137 ext 257.

4. Ask Your Company or Organization to Help:
You may work for a company or organization that makes donations to organizations who encour-
age volunteerism, or names a charity of choice for their annual fundraising events. Please ap-
proach your company to become a Friend of Global Village. Contact Lisa Lalande, National Di-
rector, Corporate Partnerships, at llalande@habitat.ca for more information.

As a Friend of Global Village, if you donate or raise more than $1,000, you will be recognized on our
website, in our newsletter and, if you like, receive a mounted GV photograph for your home or office.

Since the Canadian Global Village program started in the spring of 2005, over 3,500 volunteers have an-
swered the call to action in more than 30 countries around the world. This incredible response has meant
more hands, more resources and more families placed in safe, decent, affordable homes around the
world. You, our volunteers, have been a critical part of making this happen and you should be very proud
of what you have accomplished. Thank you!

In Partnership,
The Global Village Team
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Changing Lives in Chile

It was likely Victor’s first birthday party - even though he was turning 13. He certainly hadn’t had a cake before and the fact he
was sharing his party with his one-year-old niece Isadora and our team of Habitat for Humanity volunteers added to the excite-
ment of the sunny day in Quintay, Chile. The courtyard, where our team of 11 volunteers from Nova Scotia, P.E.l. and Ontario,
had spent the last 10 days building a 200-square foot addition onto a 600-square foot home shared by a family of eight including
Victor and Isadora, hummed with happy activity. Empanadas - cheese and meat-stuffed pastries - were laid out on wooden ta-
bles surrounded by balloons and ribbons. For dessert it was Mote con Huesillo, a traditional Chilean delicacy consisting of dehy-
drated peaches with stewed barley drenched in sugary peach juice. The farewell/birthday party at which children from the ex-
tended family dressed up in their elaborate national costume to perform the Cueca, the Chilean dance they had taught us earlier
in the week with varying degrees of success, was a chance to say goodbye and reflect on what we had accomplished during our
short but memorable stay.

Our team was led by Erin MacNeill of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. We had met at Santiago airport on Feb. 1 -- an 11-hour direct
flight from New York City, and were whisked to the exotically named Casablanca, a small town in the wine-growing region of
Chile, similar in climate to California’s Napa Valley, dry and hilly, with scrubby bush and prickly cacti, which was to be our base
for nearly two weeks. We commuted each day to Quintay, a beautiful former whaling village close to an hour away on the coast.
As we drove towards the village, down an exceedingly steep hill with gasp-inducing hairpin turns, surrounded by pine trees on all
sides, we immediately thought of the Cabot Trail.

We were building for a family that included mother Marcia, who worked as
a cleaner, Pepe, 21, mother of Isadora, who worked on a town beautifica-
tion project, Jose, 20, who worked overnight shifts at a tourist hotel on the
nearby Playa Grande, a beautiful white sand beach, Seylin, 16 and nine
months pregnant, Victor, 12 and Aurelia, 7. Their wooden home, with its
two bedrooms and crowded kitchen/living area, had gaps in the walls and
mould on its ceiling. But everything was kept scrupulously clean. The house
was one of four homes in a fenced-in compound, all occupied by family
members, many of who came to help us build and talk to us in excited
Spanish, which we became more expert at interpreting as the build went
on. It was obvious how important family was in this society. The yard was
filled with a dozen pudgy puppies, grown-up dogs and cats and on occa-
sions, a gleaming horse as some of the family were champion Chilean rodeo
riders.

The first four build days were devoted to preparation for the group of mostly novice builders. Volunteers were not required to
have construction experience, though five of our group, including myself, had participated in a build in Panajachel, Guatemala,
two years before. We used pick axes and shovels to dig a trench 60 cm deep for the foundation, which we lined with smooth
beach stones alternating with concrete. We learned this recipe for concrete: Dump five buckets of water into a plastic barrel,
add eight shovelfuls of gravel, three shovels of cement and 10 of sand; switch the motor on, let it agitate, then dump into a
waiting wheelbarrow. Repeat. Repeat. Repeat until not only the foundation was filled but a floor was poured which contained a
buried twoonie and a plastic-encased list of all who participated. Meanwhile, other group members were framing the house,
driving six-inch spikes into two-by-fours, learning how to straighten nails when hammers failed to hit nails squarely on the head
and struggled with toe-nailing (driving nails into corners). Progress seemed slow till the fifth day, when we moved the walls and
roof trusses into place and nailed on the siding. It really looked like a house! After a weekend break touring wineries and am-
bling along the winding, cobblestone streets of Valparaiso bursting with vibrant street art, we attacked our project with new
vigour. We cut tar paper for underneath the steel roof, lined the walls with fiberglass insulation, applied wallboard and painted
the outside a beautiful leafy green chosen by the family after much consultation - paint being a rare luxury in Quintay. An elec-
trician hooked up the rooms, glass windows and doors were installed and Victor’s shy smile got wider as he excitedly gestured to
show us where his bed would be - he was to get one of the two new rooms.

And then...it was done, all that remained, after the party was the formal cutting of the ribbon in Chile’s colors of red, white and
blue. Our feeling of satisfaction was nothing compared to the smiles, hugs and tears from the family as they bid us goodbye. But
it was not adios, merely hasta luego, see you later, or so we all hoped.

Article and picture courtesy Andrea Nemetz
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The Habitat for Humanity vision
is a world where everyone has a
safe, decent, affordable place to
live. By taking part in a Global
Village trip, you will be helping
make a difference.

The challenge of a Global Village
trip comes in two parts. You will
give your labour and you will
raise funds for house building in
your host country. Many partici-
pants on GV teams fundraise for
their trip. We encourage teams
to fundraise as it involves others

tat for Humanity’s work through-
I out many communities and gen-

\

and spreads the message of Habi-

erate more interest in building
houses, community and hope.

Fundraising Resources Available

To assist our participants with
their fundraising efforts, we have
created some fundraising promo-
tional material to help you raise
awareness in your community
about the different fundraising
events you are organizing. Please
contact the Global Village depart-
ment at sbullock@habitat.ca for
further information about the
fundraising promotional items
available.

Thank you for your continued
support of Habitat for Humanity
Canada and the Global Village
program. We couldn’t do it
without you!

v
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The 3 C’s of Central America...

In the past 3 years we have lead 4 GV teams in Central America, 3 to Guatemala and 1 to El Salvador. Although all 4 experiences
were unique in many ways, there are 3 characteristics of Central America that you cannot escape; Construccion, Calor y
Corazon.

Construccion (Construction) - Many teams that have built in Central America are familiar with the cinder block construction
that is being utilized for homes. There are 2 basic construction techniques used; basic cinder block with vertical and horizontal
rebar reinforcement, and cinder blocks with vertical concrete columns and concrete columns in the center of walls. Central
America is prone to earth quakes and tremors and this type of house construction is ideal for this region.

On our most recent trip, to El Salvador, we were fortunate enough to be involved in a new construction technique, that being
poured concrete walls. We were involved in a build of 9 homes in a colonial (our version of a housing subdivision) where alumin-
ium forms are used and concrete is pumped into them. While the initial work is all manual, (digging and mixing the concrete for
the footings) the concrete for the walls was brought in by cement mixer and pumped into the forms with a pump truck. We
were advised that this method of construction is actually less expensive and faster than tradition cinder block construction. It
seems well suited when building multiple homes in close proximity to each other.

Calor (Heat) - You can’t be that close to the equator and not be affected by the heat. Its 9:30 am, over 30°C, the sun is shining
and you are bending rebar. Heading for the pool or a dip in the ocean would be a welcome refresher! However, not an option.
Hydration, shade, and frequent breaks ARE options and we took frequent advantage of all three. Heat and humidity were 2 of
our greatest challenges but a few simple rules kept our team members hydrated and refreshed. “Rome wasn’t built in a day”
and neither was a Habitat house. In El Salvador, our GV hosts provided a double-wide canopy where our team members were
able to get out of the sun and even enjoy ice cream, popsicles and fresh fruit courtesy of our host affiliate.

The sun and heat of Central America is a welcome change from our Canadian winter and provides good building weather, how-
ever, we can quickly forget that heat related illness can strike quickly. We found that encouraging breaks and a plentiful supply
of water and snacks kept everyone going until we could cool off back at our hotel. Normally that means a shower but we were
lucky enough on 2 of our builds to have a pool in the courtyard of our hotel. Definitely a welcome respite at the end of the day.

Corazon (Heart) - It is the hearts of the people of Central America that keep calling us back - not only the GV personnel, but
the families, their friends and neighbours, and especially the children. These people share their culture, their language, their
laughter and they open their homes and share their lives with us during our stay. We still exchange letters with some of the
families we have worked with.

The support of the GV hosts is critical to the success of any build and our experiences in Guatemala and El Salvador have shown
us that GV is a well oiled machine in both these countries. The extraordinary support and organization provided to us was only
possible because our hosts put their heart and soul into this labour of love.

Leading a team on a GV build in Central America is made easy because of the expertise and guidance of our in-country friends
and the special qualities of the team applicants.

So, consider Central America for your next GV build - it’s an awesome experience.

lan y Paula Duff
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Discovering Paraquay

Some might ask, why Paraguay? In
our case, having made the decision
to go on a Global Village build, Para-
guay best suited our schedule. It was
the end of August last year, and we
were looking for a Global Village ex-
perience. It was really only after
making that commitment that we
started to learn more about our host
in the heart of South America.

Paraguay is unique in many ways
from the history of the Guarani na-
tives whose language is still main-
tained as one of two official lan-
guages to things like the traditional
national drink of steeped Yerba
Mate. Independent from Spain since
1811, its history has its share of tur-
moil. It was governed by a 35 year
dictatorship that ended in 1989, and
in 2008 elected a new government.

Habitat for Humanity Paraguay has
been operating and building homes
for over ten years and will complete
their 1000 home this year and are
quite excited about it!. Paraguay was
warm, welcoming, fun, and interest-
ing. From the food, to the silver
filigree work, to the streets and the
sadness of the slums, it has given us
all a richness of unforgettable ex-
periences.

Our experience was fantastic from
start to finish. We were a diverse
group of eleven enthusiastic Canadi-
ans who quickly got on as a team
with Tanya McMurdo as leader, and
one year later, are often still in con-
tact with each other (so maybe Face-

\ book has some redeeming qualities
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after all). Everyone on the team

brought with them an abundance of
positive energy that only seemed to
grow stronger each day.

From the time that we landed in the
sunny capital of Asuncion and were
greeted by our warm and friendly
coordinator, Claudia, we knew that
we were going to enjoy our experi-
ence. Loading into the van that was
to be our wheels, with the cheerful
driver, Orlando, we made room for
all our gear and ourselves and were
on our way.

Winding through the streets, many of
them cobblestone, on our way to
where we would stay, gave us a good
impression of the city. There was a
lot of to be seen where people are
out. Along with the motorcycles,
cars, buses and trucks, you will find
donkeys and horses, cows and dogs
sharing the city streets without issue.
Contrast that with the front page
news of a cow on the street here in
urban Ontario, and you would be
right in thinking, “well, maybe things
are more laid-back” in Paraguay.

One of the first days there, we had
the privilege of visiting an SOS Chil-
dren’s Village. For a strange bunch
of foreigners we were again greeted
with warmth and smiles as we were
invited into their home. Some of the
team ended up showing off their soc-
cer skills with the kids. The children
themselves were showing off first
however, barefoot and driving the
tattered ball to spectacular save af-
ter spectacular save! - - or maybe
even a goal! All that was missing

was the cheering crowds in the
stands. Obviously a tremendous and
well established success here, for
most of us the SOS Childrens Village
was again an introduction to yet an-
other world.

Once on the build site, things came
together quickly - - literally. Our
build was in fact an addition to an
existing two-room home. We were
adding three rooms and what turned
out to be almost a small courtyard in
the centre. The construction was
clay block and mortar with a tile
roof. The footings were already in
place and ready for the masonry to
start. Mortar was mixed on the
ground continuously (mostly by
Daniel with the youngest back) to
feed the masons’ calls for

. Each day say the building
rose a few more rows until before we
knew it we were up at the roof level.

It seemed that fast. The construc-
tion is remarkably efficient. So what
kind of work do you do you might
wonder? Besides mixing cement con-
tinuously, all the blocks are carried
in as they are laid which amounts to
quite a steady stream. As well, once
the blocks are laid, the masons would
leave the mortar pointing work for us
to do. This allowed them to move
ahead quickly. There is no reinforce-
ment needed in the block work apart
from over the window and doors.

\
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Discovering Paraquay conte

Lunch was prepared by the family on site, and was very good every day; rice and empanadas, casserole dishes, fried
yucca (a staple), are some of the dishes that | remember best. Mid-week we were invited to a neighbour’s where we all
got together to make “Chipas”, a traditional bread made with among other ingredients yucca flour and fresh Paraguayan
cheese. You see people carrying bags of chipas everywhere with many vendors selling them off the trays they balance
on their head.

It was hard to believe that in our short time
there, we had been part of completing a home.
The roof was on, the windows in, and the front
door was hung. The family was wonderful from
start to finish; generous with their time and their
home. You could see the happiness in their
faces, that they were now going to have the
space to live so much more comfortably and se-
curely.

After the emotional good-byes, we took a couple days to revive by traveling to Ciudad del Este and taking in local sites,
the most spectacular of which was the Foz Iguazu. I live quite literally down the road from Niagara Falls and have gone
to sleep listening to its crashing din, but Igauzu has the elegance supplied by the slenderest of falling streams sharing
the power of the adjacent torrents in a balance that is stunning. lts enchanting magic grabs hold of your imagination
and washes away the business of the world. And if you do go there, be sure to take the boat up to the falls and pack a
set of dry clothes in your bag!
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Article courtesy Mike Doyle
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¢ Volunteers Recognized at 2009 AGM

At Habitat for Humanity’s 2009 Annual General Meeting in May, 2 volunteer awards were
handed out and we would like to pay tribute to these devoted Habitat volunteers who
are also very dedicated to the Global Village program.

Volunteer of the Year— Orest Myckan

Orest Myckan has been serving Habitat for Humanity Edmonton and the larger Habitat for
Humanity family as a volunteer since 1993. Since 2003, Orest has dedicated over 6,800
hours to Habitat Edmonton. These numbers do not begin to include the countless hours
Orest has spent recruiting volunteers, traveling and building for Global Village.
Congratulations Orest and thank you for your continued support and dedication!

Kenneth J. Meinert Leadership Award—Neil Calhoun

Neil Calhoun’s involvement with Habitat for Humanity started in the summer of 1999

when he volunteered on his first build in Edmonton. Since that time, Neil has been a
committed to Habitat for Humanity’s vision and mission. Neil’s involvement with Habi-

tat is not only on a local level with the Edmonton affiliate, he has always had the

broader interests of Habitat at heart and has contributed on a national level with his
involvement with the Board of Directors, as well as being a committed Global Village /

volunteer. We look forward to many more years of Neil’s enthusiastic dedication!
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over 200,000 homes, and is now building a new home every 24
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